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HIS 370 (CRN 35107)
Murder & Madness

Canisius College, Fall 2009, TR 10 am-11:15 am, Old Main 310
Dr. Bruce Dierenfield CT607 (888-2683) dierenfb@canisius.edu

Office hours: MW 8:30 am-2:30 pm, TR 1 pm-2:15 pm, F 11 am-2:30 pm & by appointment

“There are 4 kinds of homicide: felonious, excusable, justifiable, and praiseworthy.”

Ambrose Bierce

“The very emphasis of the commandment: Thou shalt not kill, makes it certain that we are descended from an endlessly long chain of generations of murderers, whose love of murder was in their blood, as it is perhaps also in ours.”

Sigmund Freud

“Kill a man, and you are an assassin. 
Kill millions of men, and you are a conqueror.
 Kill everyone, and you are a god.”
Jean Rostand
“I didn’t want to hurt them. I only wanted to kill them.”
David Berkowitz

Course Description
This upper-level history course focuses on murder cases and episodes of madness in modern America (1890s-present). It considers why American society has long had the highest murder rate in the industrialized world. Different kinds of infamous murders will be dissected, including assassinations, thrill killings, contract killings (Mafia), serial killings, spree killings, killings by “insane” people, ideological killings (terrorism), and garden variety household murders. We will also examine the lives of individual murderers and the ways in which they have been punished (or not), such as the death penalty in its various forms. Attention will be paid to the ways in which Americans have been preoccupied by this heinous crime in popular culture, 
e.g., crime TV shows, novels, and films.

Caveat: This class is about murder—a grisly topic for some. On occasion, reading assignments, documentaries, or presentations may contain graphic portrayals of heinous crimes, and class discussion may similarly be quite vivid. If this type of material is upsetting to you, you may wish to enroll in another course.  

Course objectives

1. To understand what homicide is in its various forms
2. To be familiar with the more famous murder cases in 20th century American history
3. To develop oral and written skills in discussion and assigned papers
Special Features (anticipated)
·  Class presentation by Buffalo homicide detective Dan Renaldo 
·  Class presentation by Canisius professor Ann Marie Lenhardt
· Evening lecture by famed African American writer John Edgar Wideman

Methodology
This course is organized topically will be taught through lectures, discussion, and 
frequent documentaries.

Requirements

Grading
1. Discussion
10%

2. Class quizzes (3)
T FEB 12, R MAR 13, R APR 17xxx
30%

3. Book quizzes (4)

10%
4. Paper #1
R FEB 21xxx
10%

5. Paper #2
T APR 8xxx
10%

6. Final Exam
TBA (early December)
30%


                                                                             100%

Books (available in the college bookstore or on-line)
Walter Hixson, Murder, Culture, and Injustice: Four Sensational Cases in American History, 

2001
Patricia Bernstein, The First Waco Horror: The Lynching of Jesse Washington and the Rise of 


the NAACP, 2005
Harold Schechter, Deranged: The Shocking True Story of America’s Most Fiendish Killer, 1990
Dave Cullen, Columbine, 2009
Notes
1. There will be additional readings from “Crime Library,” which students must access on-line at TruTV.com. 

2. Short quizzes will be given on each assigned book.

Attendance
I will take attendance every class period with an attendance sheet. It is your responsibility to sign the attendance sheet. If you do not sign it, you are not there. You will be allowed three unexcused absences during the course of the semester. Grade penalties for excessive absences include course failure. If you will miss more than three classes, please inform me in advance of your absences. 

Students who are habitually late to class, who take a break during class, or who leave class

before formal dismissal will receive a stiff grade penalty.

Discussion (15 percent)
An indispensable part of the course will be class discussion. Students will be expected to complete the assigned readings on time and to discuss them in large group settings. Discussion grades will be made on the basis of instructor observation and peer evaluation.

Testing

There will be two types of testing in this course—(a) quizzes and (b) a final examination. The quizzes will consist of objective questions (mostly matching) and an essay question chosen from several choices. The final exam, which will be given at the scheduled time during final exam week, will consist of objective questions (matching, true-false, and the like), and two essay questions chosen from several choices. A detailed study guide for the final exam will be distributed about a week before exam. 

Papers [2] (10 percent each)
Write two papers on two different topics involving murder in modern American history. More credit will be given for papers written on less familiar topics and based on a variety of unusual sources, e.g., memoirs, interviews, newspapers, magazines, diaries, YouTube. You may wish to borrow materials from other libraries, e.g., ConnectNY.
All topics must be approved by the instructor in advance, and a list of possible topics appears below. You are welcome to modify these topics with the instructor’s permission. Do NOT write on a topic you’ve explored previously or submitted to another instructor. Concentrate on a limited period of time and space in order to cover the topic in detail. 

All borrowed material—whether quoted or not—must be cited in your papers. The Chicago Manual of Style and MLA style of citation are permissible.

Papers should be neat in appearance and free of spelling, typographical, and grammatical errors. Substantial penalties will be assessed for papers filled with these kinds of errors.

All papers are due in class on the date assigned. Extensions will be granted only for documented injury or illness; otherwise, late papers will be penalized up to 2 letter grades. NO LATE PAPERS WILL BE ACCEPTED MORE THAN ONE WEEK LATE.


         




Hints


· The best papers are invariably the ones which rely on an abundance and variety of sources, including first-hand sources.  

· To guard against loss or theft, make a copy of your paper before submission. You may be asked to email it to the instructor.





        Warnings


· Plagiarized papers will result in COURSE FAILURE. The most common form of plagiarism is copying word-for-word from a secondary source without using quotation marks and proper acknowledgement.

· Paraphrased papers (slightly altered copying) will be given “F’s.”

· Computer difficulties do not justify lateness.

A. Book review

Bledsoe, Jerry. Death Sentence:  The True Story of Velma Barfield’s Life, Crimes, and 


Execution. 1999.
Braidhill, Kathy. To Die For: The Shocking True Story of Female Serial Killer Dana Sue Gray.
2000
Breault, Marc. Preacher of Death: The Shocking Inside Story of David Koresh and 
the Waco Siege. 1993.
Bugliosi, Vincent. Reclaiming History: The Assassination of President John F. Kennedy. 2007.
Capote, Truman. In Cold Blood. 1966

Carlo, Philip. The Night Stalker: The True Story of America’s Most Feared Serial Killer. 1996.
Clarkson, Wensley. The Good Doctor: The Shocking True Story of a Prolific Serial Killer. 2007.
Douglas, John. Inside the Mind of BTK: The True Story Behind the Thirty-Year Hunt for the 


Notorious Wichita Serial Killer, 2007. 
Douglas, John. Obsession: The FBI’s legendary profiler probes the psyches of killers, rapists,

and stalkers and their victims and tells how to fight back. 1998.
Dracos, Ted. Ungodly: The Passions, Torments, and Murder of Atheist Madalyn Murray O’Hair.
2004

Ewing, Charles. Kids Who Kill. 1990

Faulkner, Maureen. Murdered by Mumia: A Life Sentence of Loss, Pain, and Injustice, 2007.
Garbarino, James. Lost Boys: Why Ours Sons Turn Violent. 1999.
Hernon, Peter. Terrible Thunder: The Story of the New Orleans Sniper. 2005.
Holmes, Ronald, & Stephen Holmes. Murder in America. 2001.
Katz, Fred. Ordinary People and Extraordinary Evil. 1993.
Kelleher, Michael. Flash Point: The American Mass Murderer. 1997.
Kellerman, Jonathan. Savage Spawn: Reflections on Violent Children. 1999.
Lavergne, Gary. A Sniper in the Tower: The True Story of the Texas Tower Massacre. 1997.
Linedecker, Clifford. Babyface Killers. 1999.
Linedecker, Clifford. Killer Kids. 1993.
Linedecker, Clifford. Massacre at Waco, Texas. 1993.
McCrary, Gregg. The Unknown Darkness: Profiling the Predators Among Us. 2003.
Mustain, Gene. Murder Machine. 1993. 
Newton, Michael. Waste Land. 1998.
Norris, Joel. Arthur Shawcross: The Genesee River Killer. 1992

O’Brien, Darcy. The Hillside Stranglers. 2003 
O’Malley, Suzanne. “Are You There Alone?” The Unspeakable Crime of Andrea Yates. 2004.

Pearson, Patricia. When She was Bad: How & Why Women Get Away with Murder. 1998.
Ressler, Robert, & Tom Schactman, Whoever Fights Monsters. 1992.
Rosen, Fred. There But for the Grace of God: Survivors of the 20th Century’s Infamous Serial 


Killers. 2007. 
Rule, Ann. Green River, Running Red: The Real Story of the Green River Killer, America’s 


Deadliest Serial Murderer. 2004.
Rule, Ann. The Stranger Beside Me: Ted Bundy, The Classic Case of Serial Murder. 2000 
Russell, Sue. Lethal Intent: The Shocking True Story of One of America’s Most Notorious 

Serial Killers, 2002.
Sanders, Prentice, and Bennett Cohen. The Zebra Murders: A Season of Killing, Racial Madness, 


and Civil Rights. 2006.

Schiller, Lawrence. Perfect Murder, Perfect Town: JonBenet and the City of Boulder. 1999.

Vronsky, Peter. Serial Killers: The Method and Madness of Monsters. 2004
Wessinger, Catherine. How the Millennium Comes Violently: From Jonestown to Heaven’s Gate.
2000.
-Whitfield, Stephen. A Death in the Delta: The Story of Emmett Till. 1988. 
B. Popular culture
Option A

Examine how murderers, esp. serial killers, are portrayed in novels, movies, songs, comic books, video games, and other media. One might look at films such as The Silence of the Lambs, Psycho, Scream, Sweeney Todd, and the Halloween series and look closely at famous fictional serial killers, including Hannibal Lecter, Norman Bates, Freddy Kreuger, The Joker, Carnage, Thomas Hewitt, Michael Myers, Patrick Bateman, Serge A. Storms, and Dexter Morgan. 
Books

King, Stephen, It. 

King, Stephen. The Gunslinger. 
Films

Before the Devil Knows You’re Dead (2007)

Fried Green Tomatoes (1991)

Mr. Brooks (2007)
The Man Who Wasn’t There (2001)

Video games

PS2 God of War (video game)

Music

Nothingface band’s album “Skeletons”
Option B

Report on the creative outpouring of murderers, such as the memoir of Richard Speck (Born to Raise Hell), the clown paintings of John Wayne Gacy, the poetry of Jack Unterweger, or the essays of Mumia Abu-Jamal. 
Option C (5 percent bonus)
Examine newspaper stories in three different historical periods to see how murder stories were portrayed. You might look, for example, at the New York Times in the Progressive Era, Depression Era, World War II, the post-war era (1950s), 1960s, 1970s, 1980s, and today. Be alert for the following markers: headlines, column square inches, language, photos, and so on. Try to compare the same kinds of murders across time, e.g., assassin to assassin or serial killer to serial killer or child murder to child murder.

Option D

Watch true-crime or popular murder mystery television shows to see how murder is portrayed either some time ago and/or today. 

*News: America’s Most Wanted & Nancy Grace
*True-crime: Law & Order (and its spin-offs)

*Murder mystery: Murder, She Wrote
C. Movie review 

Select one or two of the following true-crime films and write a critical review of it/them. Your review must contain these three elements: (a) detailed summary, (b) dialogue from the film, and (c) analysis of the film, i.e., the meaning of the film. Do your own work.
Serial killers

Aileen Wuornos: The Selling of a Serial Killer (1994)

Boston Strangler (2006)

Dahmer (2002)

Helter Skelter (2004)

Monster (2003)

Texas Chainsaw Massacre (1974)

The Zodiac (2007)
Hate crimes
Ghosts of Mississippi (1996)
Rosewood (1997)
Sins of the Father (2002)
Talk Radio (1989)
Spree killers

Natural Born Killers (1994)
Hit-men
The Godfather (1972)
Goodfellas (1990)
Public Enemy (1931)
The St. Valentine’s Day Massacre (1967)
Single murders
The Black Dahlia (2006)
Thrill Killers

Compulsion (1959)
Murder by Numbers (2002)
Rope (1948)
Swoon (1992)

The Thrill Killers (1965)
Domestic murders

The Amityville Horror (1979)
Brett Killed Mom: A Sister’s Diary (1996)
Reversal of Fortune (1990)
Robbery murders

Bonnie & Clyde (1967)

D. Biographical paper

Choose one or two murderers or a murder and a victim to write on.
Serial killers

Richard Angelo

Joe Ball

Kenneth Bianchi

Ted Bundy
Dean Corll
Juan Corona

Jeffrey Dahmer

Albert Desalvo

Albert Fish

John Wayne Gacy

Eddie Gein

Larry Green

Edmund Kemper

Leonard Lake

Herman Mudgett
Herbert Mullin

Charles Ng

Dennis Rader

Richard Ramirez

Gary Ridgway

Joel Rifkin
Altemio Sanchez
Gerard John Schaefer
Arthur Shawcross

Wayne Williams

Unidentified serial killers

Alphabet killer
Austin Axe Murderer

Axeman of New Orleans

Baseline Killer

Cincinnati Strangler

Cleveland Torso Murderer

Original Night Stalker

Phantom Killer

Zodiac

Mass murderers

Charles Manson

Howard Unruh

Bob Chambliss
Julio Gonzalez
John Graham

Dick Hickok

Perry Smith

Richard Speck

Ramon Salcido
James Oliver Huberty

Robert Smith

George Hennard

Sylvia Seegriot

John Linley Frazier

Andrea Yates

Spree killers

Eric Harris
Kip Kinkel
Dylan Klebold

Lee Boyd Malvo
John Allen Muhammad

Charles Starkweather

Cho Seung-Hui

Charles Whitman
Assassins (or would-be)
Mark Chapman

Leon Czolgosz

Lynette Fromme
John Hinckley

Sara Jane Moore

Lee Harvey Oswald
James Earl Ray

John Schrank

Sirhan Sirhan

Carl Weiss
Dan White

The Assassinated (or almost)
Alan Berg

Medgar Evers

Gerald Ford

Fred Hampton

John F. Kennedy
Robert Kennedy

Martin Luther King, Jr.
John Lennon

Huey Long

William McKinley

Harvey Milk

Malcolm X

Ronald Reagan

George Lincoln Rockwell

Franklin D. Roosevelt

Theodore Roosevelt

Frank Steunenberg

George Wallace
Professional killers

Louis Buchalter 
Al Capone

Sammy Gravano

Lucky Luciano

Frankie Yale
Thrill killers

Lawrence Colwell, Jr.

Thomas Koskovich

Nathan Leopold

Richard Loeb

Ideological killers
Byron de la Beckwith
Paul Hill

Edgar Ray Killen

James Kopp

J.W. Milam

Sam Bowers

James Earl Ray

Bob Chambliss

Bobby Frank Cherry

Joseph Franklin

Wayne Roberts

Domestic killers/victims
Chris Benoit

Robert Blake

Ronald DeFeo, Jr.

Bruno Hauptmann
John Emil List
Jeffrey MacDonald
Lyle & Erik Menendez
Scott Peterson
JonBenet Ramsey

Sam Shepard

O.J. Simpson
Susan Smith

Stanford White
Andrea Yates
Proxy murderers

T. Eugene Thompson

Terrorists

Osama bin Laden

Ted Kaczynski

James McNamara
John McNamara

Timothy McVeigh

Eric Rudolph

Robbery murderers

Bonnie & Clyde

John Dillinger

Sacco & Vanzetti

Cult suicide

Sharon Amos

David Koresh
Jim Jones

Class Warfare

Joe Hill

Lynching victims

Sam Hose
Leo Frank

Jesse Washington

Frank Little

William Brown

Thomas Shipp

Abram Smith

Rubin Stacy

Emmett Till

Mack Parker

Michael Donald

James Byrd, Jr.

Wartime atrocities

William Calley

Varnado Simpson

Women murderers

Aileen Wuornos
Lawrencia Bembenek
Martha Jule Beck

Lizzie Borden

Nannie Doss

Andrea Yates

Carla Faye Tucker
Rhonda Belle Martin
Marybeth Tinning

Jean Harris
Entertainment victims

Bob Crane

Phil Hartman

Elizabeth Short

William Desmond Taylor

Episodes

Bath School Disaster, 1927
Memorial Day Massacre, 1937

Jonestown Massacre, 1978
Zebra murders, 1973-1974
Oklahoma City bombing, 1995
Columbine shooting, 1999
World Trade Towers, 2001
Virginia Tech shooting, 2007
Unsolved murders

Bob Crane

Notorious B.I.G.

JonBenet Ramsey

Tupac Shakur
Elizabeth Short

Nicole Brown Simpson 

William Desmond Taylor

Murder groups

Citizens’ Councils

Death Squads

Ku Klux Klan

Murder, Inc.

Grading

Do not tell the instructor the grade you “need.” You will receive the grade you have earned.

Papers, reports, and exams that are detailed, comprehensive, inclusive of relevant materials, and analytical, will be rewarded handsomely. 

No unsolicited work for extra credit will be accepted.

Students who do not complete both papers and take the final exam will fail the entire course.

Final grades will not be posted in public view because federal law forbids it, and will only become available when the registrar makes them available on-line. Do not ask the instructor for final grades.

COURSE SCHEDULE

This schedule is subject to change depending on local weather conditions, the pace of presentations and discussions, the availability of audiovisual & published materials, and the instructor’s health and other professional obligations.
	Date
	Murderer/Victim
	Reading
	Presenter
	Multi-media

	T AUG 25
	Introduction 
	
	
	The Mind of a Killer

	

	
	
	
	
	

	Thrill Killers

	T SEP 1
	The (Nearly) Perfect Crime
	Geis & Bienen, Crimes of the Century , pp. 13-47
	
	Born Killers: Leopold & Loeb

	Robbery Murderers

	R SEP 3
	“Damned Dagoes”
	Davidson & Lytle, “Sacco and Vanzetti”
	
	True Story of Sacco & Vanzetti

	T SEP 8
	Depression Heroes
	Crime Library (Bonnie & Clyde)
	
	Public Enemy #1

	Hit-Men

	
	
	
	
	

	R SEP 10
	Scarface Al 
Murder, Inc.
	Crime Library (Al Capone)

Thomas Reppetto, American Mafia, pp. 132-161
	
	Bugsy, Dutch & Al: The Gangsters Mafia’s Greatest Hits
Lucky Luciano

	Ransom Murderers

	T SEP 15
	“The child is in gut care”
	Walter Hixson, Murder, Culture, and Injustice, pp. 67-128 
	
	Legacy of a Kidnapping: Lindbergh 

    and the Triumph of the Tabloids

	Hate Killers

	R SEP 17
	American Dreyfus
	Crime Library (Leo Frank)
	
	The Murder of Mary Phagan

	T SEP 22
	“Negro Barbecues”
	Paula Bernstein, The First Waco Horror, all
	
	Reconstruction: 

      The Second American Revolution

	R SEP 24
	“Bye, Baby”
	http://www.emmetttillmurder.com/Wideman.htm 
	
	The Murder of Emmett Till

	T SEP 29
	Code 4
	Charles Marsh, God’s Long Summer, pp.xxx
Crime Library (xxx)
	
	Mississippi: Is This America?

	Serial Killers

	R OCT 1
	The Murder Castle

The Werewolf of Wysteria
	Harold Schechter, Deranged, all
	
	H.H. Holmes: America’s First Serial Killer
Albert Fish (YouTube)

	T OCT 6
	The Zodiac
	John Douglas, The Cases That Haunt Us, pp. 187-234
	
	The Zodiac

	R OCT 8
	The Hillside Stranglers
	Christopher Berry-Dee, Face-to-Face with Serial Killers, pp. 81-157
	
	Serial Killers

	T OCT 13
	FALL HOLIDAY

	R OCT 15
	Sex Fiend Killersxxx
	Elliott Leyton, Hunting Humans, pp. 60-100
	
	Born to Kill: Jeffrey Dahmer & Ted Bundy

Profile in Terror

	Mass Murderers

	T OCT 20

	“My God, my friends are all dead”
	Grant Duwe, Mass Murder in the United States: 

     A History, pp. 15-31, 82-130
	
	


	Assassins

	R OCT 22
	Death at the Temple of Music
	Crime Library (Leon Czolgosz)
	
	TR: The Long Campaignxxx
New York v. Leon Czolgosz

	T OCT 27
	Six Seconds in Dallas
	Crime Library (Assassination of JFK)
Crime Library (Assassination of Robert Kennedy)
	
	The Kennedy Assassination: 

      Beyond Conspiracy

	R OCT 29
	“I may not get to the Promised Land with you”
	Crime Library (James Earl Ray)
	
	The Assassination of Martin Luther 

      King

	Cults

	T NOV 3
	Helter Skelter
	Crime Library.com (Charles Manson)
	
	Charles Manson (YouTube)

	R NOV 5
	The Peoples Church
	Crime Library.com (Jonestown Massacre)
	
	Jonestown: The Life & Death of 

      Peoples Temple

	Spree Killers

	T NOV 10
	Red-Headed Peckerwood
The Texas Tower Sniper
The Beltway Sniper
	Crime Library (Charles Starkweather)

Crime Library (Charles Whitman)
	
	The Story of Charles Starkweather 

       (YouTube)

	R NOV 12
	Kids Killing Kids
	Laurie Goodstein & Wiliam Glaberson, “The Well-Marked Roads to Homicidal Rage, New York Times, April 10, 2000, 12 pgs.
	Dr. Ann Marie Lenhardt
	The Killer at Thurston High

	T NOV 17
	Columbine
	Dave Cullen, Columbine, all
	
	Bowling for Columbine

	Spousal Murderers

	R NOV 19
	The Fugitive
	Walter Hixson, Murder, Culture, and Injustice, pp. 129-194
	
	

	T NOV 24
	The Glove Didn’t Fit
	Walter Hixson, Murder, Culture, and Injustice, pp. 195-253
	
	OJ, Nicole and Ron (YouTube)
911 Call by Nicole Simpson (YouTube)

	Women Murderers

	T DEC 1
	She Couldn’t Have Done It
	Walter Hixson, Murder, Culture, and Injustice, pp. 5-66
	
	Lizzie: A Woman Accused
Aileen Wournos: The Life & Death of a 

     Serial Killer

	Child Murderers

	
	Filicide
	Crime Library (Andrea Yates)
	Dr. Charles Ewing
	

	Terrorism

	R DEC 3
	Anger at the System
	Crime Library (Unabomber)

Crime Library (Timothy McVeigh)
	
	The Death Penalty: A Question of   

      Justice


